
LEADING WITH PURPOSE
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﻿SBYSP Program Director

I am the JRF Program Director of the School-Based
Youth Services Program, serving students at Perth
Amboy High School, where I have dedicated over six
years to empowering young people and fostering
community growth. With a master’s degree in Mental
Health and Counseling, I bring a compassionate and
insightful approach to supporting youth development and
well-being. My leadership and expertise drive impactful
programs that promote resilience, education, and
positive change.

I lead with purpose by staying deeply committed to empowering youth, creating supportive
environments, and fostering growth both personally and within the community. My decisions
are guided by empathy, intentionality, and a clear vision to make a lasting positive impact on
the lives I serve. Click HERE to learn more about the School Based Youth Services Program,
also known as The Base.

Each issue shares a closer look at the people of the JRF shaping our work and leading with purpose.

HEALTH SERVICES

Celebrating Dr. Zelikson
A Legacy at the Heart of Our Health Center

Dr. Irina Zelikson joined the JRF in 2016 as Chief
Medical Officer of the JRF Community Health Center
and has been an integral part of our organization for
nearly a decade. Her unwavering commitment to
providing compassionate, high-quality care to our
patients has been a cornerstone of our mission. She
consistently went above and beyond to ensure that
every patient felt respected, heard, and cared for.
These are the values that define who we are as a
Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC). Dr.
Zelikson's efforts have helped JRF uphold its promise
of delivering comprehensive, patient-centered services
to those who need them most.

What many of us will remember most is her uplifting personality and the joy she brings to
every interaction—whether in the exam room or educating patients and families at
community events. For those of you who have had the privilege of being her patient, you
have witnessed firsthand the kindness, care, and humor that make her care so special.
We are deeply grateful for the time, energy, and passion she has invested in our
mission. Dr. Zelikson’s contributions will leave a lasting impact on the patients we serve
and the organization as a whole.

Dr. Zelikson will be truly missed, and we wish her continued success and fulfillment in
this next chapter of life.

https://jrfnj.org/school-based-youth-services-program/


COMMUNITY SERVICES

Giving Thanks Together:
65 Families Served This Holiday

With the generous support of Replenish and the
Community Food Bank, the JRF's Choice Store was
able to distribute Thanksgiving meals to 65 families
this past November 2025. We are deeply grateful to
both partners for their continued support and
commitment to our community.

Seniors and families were given the opportunity to
choose their preferred protein and received a
Thanksgiving box filled with a variety of items to

support their holiday meal. The distribution was a great success and a meaningful way to
ensure families could celebrate with dignity and choice.

Of the families served, 55 were participants of the My Choice Store program of the JRF. We
also provided food assistance to additional emergency families who were not enrolled in the
program but reached out for support during the month of November.

FAMILY SERVICES

A Walk Down Gingerbread Lane
On Saturday, December 13th, 2025, the JRF's
Bayside Family Success Center hosted our
Walk Down Gingerbread Lane Bash —and it
was pure holiday magic! With over 110 people in
attendance, kids spent the day laughing,
dancing, and celebrating with Santa and Mrs.
Claus, enjoying sweet treats and gifts, reading
stories with our friendly elves, and dancing non-
stop to festive music.

A heartfelt thank you to our incredible
community partners who made this event
unforgettable:

Horizon for hosting a phenomenal hot
chocolate station
The City of Perth Amboy for providing
such a beautiful space
Perth Amboy Police Department for bringing the holiday vibes with an amazing DJ

We’re also so grateful to our dedicated volunteers from Step Up, AmeriCorps, and Youth
Alliance—your energy and generosity truly made the day spectacular.

Click HERE to relive the joy, smiles, and holiday cheer!

YOUTH SERVICES

College Readiness:
Rutgers College Tour

November 5, 2025 - STEP UP student
participants attended the Rutgers
College Tour in New Brunswick which
began with a briefing on all the
campuses in New Brunswick, financial
aid options, and the admissions
process.  Students were then provided
with a guided bus tour of all campuses by a current Rutgers student.  Students received a
folder of resources to aid them in the college decision making process, as well as the
application process. 

Shop With a Cop
December 17-18, 2025 - This holiday season, the Jewish Renaissance Foundation (JRF) in
partnership with the  Perth Amboy Police Department (PAPD),  proudly hosted its fourth
annual  Shop with a Cop  event on December 17 and 18, 2025, serving 25 students from JRF’s
Student Training & Enrichment Program for Urban Progress (StepUp) and 25 students from JRF's
School-Based Youth Services Program (SBYSP), programs within the Perth Amboy High School

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DSpl8USDWxC/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==


(PAHS). Each student was paired together
with a Perth Amboy Police Officers for a day
of holiday shopping. Each student received a
$250 stipend funded by the generosity of the
Community Services Block Grant (CSBG)
and the Neighborhood Revitalization Tax
Credit Program (NRTC) with one simple rule:
spend it all!

But the day was about more than gifts—it was
about connection, trust, and creating
meaningful memories that extend far beyond
the holidays.

Thank you to the City of Perth Amboy for
continuing to support this impactful event year
after year; Chief Lawrence Cattano and all

the Perth Amboy Police Officers for their continued support and engagement; and Mayor Helmin
Caba for stopping by to share heartfelt words with the students.

We’re also incredibly grateful to Aaron Tam, Owner/Operator of the Woodbridge Center Chick-fil-A
for generously providing lunch for both students and officers, and to Jim Breunig, General Manager
of Dave & Buster’s, for graciously serving as our home base for this special event.

This experience would not be possible without the dedication and support of our JRF programs,
including Step Up, AmeriCorps, Perth Amboy Alliance for Community, and the School-Based Youth
Services Program, whose teams helped bring a little extra holiday magic to everyone involved!

To view more photos of this impactful event, visit: SWC LINK

OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN & TO SERVE

From November 8–15, 2025, JRF
AmeriCorps members partnered with
organizations across New Jersey to
support the Community Food Bank of New
Jersey (CFBNJ) in Union County, one of
the state’s largest hunger-relief
organizations, distributing over 90 million
meals annually through more than 800
community partners. Thanks to the
collective dedication of NJ AmeriCorps
members, 86 volunteer shifts were filled at
the CFBNJ Hillside headquarters
throughout the week.

JRF AmeriCorps members and Director of
AmeriCorps and Academic Services,
Tawayna Bailey, proudly worked alongside
fellow AmeriCorps members and Program
Directors from Zufall Health, NJDEP,
Rutgers Co-op Food Waste, and NJCDC.
Critical state partners, including the NJ
National Guard, the Office of Emergency
Management, and the NJ Commission –
Governor’s Office of Volunteerism, also
joined the effort. Make a Difference!

AmeriCorps Service Opportunities
AmeriCorps is the federal agency for national
service and volunteerism. AmeriCorps
provides opportunities for Americans of all
backgrounds to serve their country, address
the nation’s most pressing challenges, and
improve lives and communities. As an
AmeriCorps member at the JRF, you will build
a competitive resume and gain leadership
skills that will help take your career goals to
the next level.

Our current cohort, Cohort 9, includes
30 dedicated students—15 in the
English cohort and 15 in the Spanish
cohort—who have already begun
testing, with others scheduled to test
over the coming weeks, bringing them
one step closer to new opportunities
and a new path forward.

At the same time, excitement is
building as Open Enrollment for
Cohort 10 continues, with the English
cohort launching on February 24 and
the Spanish cohort beginning on
February 21. Looking ahead, the
Spring AEI graduation ceremony,
anticipated for March 2026, will be a
celebration of achievement for all
graduates who have tested and
passed since the summer graduation
held on June 13, 2025, including
general testers, Edison Job Corps
participants, and AEI students. Enroll
Today!

Alternative Education Institute
The Alternative Education Institute (AEI)
program is a comprehensive educational
program delivered in a non-traditional
learning environment to help youth with
parental consent between the ages of 16
– 17 and adults earn their New Jersey
State High School Equivalency Diploma.
AEI students can choose between two
tracks — English or Spanish — and meet
virtually or in person each week.

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DSpl8USDWxC/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://jrfnj.org/americorps/
https://jrfnj.org/americorps/
https://jrfnj.org/alternative-education-institute/
https://jrfnj.org/alternative-education-institute/
https://jrfnj.org/alternative-education-institute/


PROMISE, PROGRESS AND IMPACT

What An Unforgettable Evening!
On Wednesday, November 12, 2025, at the Park
Chateau Estate and Gardens in East Brunswick, NJ,
the JRF held it's Annual Gala, celebrating 30 years
of service, 25 years of youth empowerment, and 10
years of care. These achievements are possible
because of YOU. Together, we’ve created pathways
to opportunity, resilience, and hope for thousands
across Middlesex County.

Thank you to every partner, supporter, and friend
who joined us at our Annual Gala and continues to
stand beside the JRF mission. Your commitment
fuels our work to strengthen individuals, families,
and communities through health, education, and
human services.

Looking ahead, we are excited to build on this
foundation with innovative programs, deeper
partnerships, and a renewed focus on collective
growth and well-being. While these are challenging
times for many of our families, JRF remains
steadfast in its mission. We will continue working
tirelessly to provide health, education, and social
services that uplift and strengthen our community.

To our honorees, thank you for the honor of your
presence and for allowing us to recognize your
achievements and our continued partnership. Thank
you for believing in our mission and for being part of
this incredible story. Here’s to the year ahead—full
of promise, progress, and impact!

Click Here To View Photos

JOIN OUR TEAM & MEET OUR SUPERSTARS!

        

One People, One Heart
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